To,

Shri S. Jaipal Reddy,

Hon’ble Minister for Information & Broadcasting,

NEW DELHI.

Dear Shri Jaipal Reddyji,

We the members of the Committee, set up by Ministry of Information & Broadcasting,

a) to look into the issue whether the revised version of “Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi” should be scrapped and the original version published or whether the new version is capable of being revised through remedial action; and

b) to look into any other related matter, which it considers appropriate for framing its recommendations.

would like to make the following submissions and recommendations.

2.  The committee met at Sabarmati Ashram on 13th May, 2005 and subsequently in Delhi on 2nd, 3rd and 4th June, 2005. The Committee had the privilege of having detailed consultation with eminent Gandhian scholars both at Sabarmati Ashram and at New Delhi.  At Sabarmati, the Committee had the opportunity of hearing at length the concerns of the following Gandhians/scholars:

(i). Shri Amrutbhai Modi, Secretary of Gandhi Museum

(ii).  Shri Tridip Suhrud, Associate Professor with Ambani Institute, who has done research on the revised edition of CWMG.

(iii). Kumari Deena Patel, student of Gandhian Literature

  (iv).    Shri Chunnibhai Vaidya, Gandhian activist 

3.     During the meeting at Delhi the Committee had the advantage of holding consultation with:

(i).    Dr. Y.P. Anand, Director, National Gandhi Museum, New Delhi.

        (ii).    Shri U.K. Mishra, Director, Publications Division.

       (iii).    Kumari Deena Patel.

4.    Kumari Deena Patel apprised the committee about the availability of software which would enable research scholars to access information according to name, page, volume, page etc. The Director of the Publications Division informed the Committee about the number of volumes of original edition, revised edition and CD –ROM sold and in stock. Dr. Anand informed the Committee about the work done by the National Gandhi Museum to prepare the Concordance Table. The Committee also considered various communications received in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting as well as by the members directly reflecting the concerns and suggestions sent by interested Gandhian scholars.

5. 
The Government of India has taken up on itself the solemn responsibility of compiling and printing of collected works, a job done meticulously with great sincerity and dedication. The objective of the project was to make available to the world an accurate, authenticate and authoritative version of the writings and speeches of Mahatma Gandhi.

6. After going through the records and personal hearings, the Committee would like to express it anguish on the manner in which the revised edition was brought out without expert editorial supervision or consultation.  This was in stark contrast to the painstaking research, meticulous editing and dedication of Editors and other staff members of the office of Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi.

7. The Committee unanimously agreed that in view of the large number and gravity of errors in the revised edition, it was not possible to remedy the situation by a few corrections.

8. The Committee would like to suggest to the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting to consider a proposal for establishing an Editorial and Research Unit of competent scholars dedicated to the Gandhian ideals.

9. The Committee makes the following recommendations:

a. The sale of revised edition should be stopped. The required number of copies of exhausted volumes and those likely to go out of stock of the original edition should be printed as required to meet the demand for complete sets of the original edition.

b. A revised and corrected CD-ROM should be prepared, as soon as possible, based on the original CWMG. It should include the facsimile of the original edition.

c. The Publications Division should make available a concordance table to enable readers to establish link between original and revised editions of the Collected Works.

The committee would like to express its great appreciation to Shri. P.K. Tripathi and other officials of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting for their assistance and cooperation.

New Delhi,





Yours sincerely

Dated the 4th June, 2005
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